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I. The HHC Water Policy Plan (WPP) 

Development and Content

II. WPP IP Report FY 2020

III.WPP IP FY 2021

East Maui Irrigation System



Water Policy Plan

DHHL Planning System



• Department and Water Commission files

• Review of DHHL legal rights and roles

• Specific Projects (e.g. Pulehunui, Maui)

• State Water Projects Plan Update

• Scoping Interviews

• Statewide beneficiary meetings

• Notes, conversation maps, letters

WPP Development: Research



Oct. 23 O‘ahu Stevenson Middle School Cafeteria

Oct. 30 Kaua‘i Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School

Nov. 4 Molokai Lanikeha Community Center

Nov. 5 O‘ahu Kapolei Middle School Cafeteria

Nov. 6 O‘ahu Blanche Pope Elementary Cafeteria

Nov. 7 Lāna‘i Lāna‘i Elementary & High Cafeteria

Nov. 12 Hawai‘i DHHL Kūhiō Hale, Waimea

Nov. 13 Hawai‘i Hilo High School Cafeteria

Nov. 14 Maui DHHL Paukūkalo Community Center

Meetings - 2013



Conversation maps
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HISTORIC
AL RELATIO

NSHIP BETWEEN D
HHL AND M

IS 

 
The Beginning 

 
The HHC A

ct o
f 1

920, S
ectio

n 221 (d
) re

ad in
 its

 orig
inal fo

rm
, 

 
 

“T
he commiss

ion is 
authoriz

ed, fo
r th

e additio
nal p

urpose of a
dequately irr

igatin
g 

any tra
ct, t

o use, fr
ee of a

ll c
harge, G

overnment-o
wned w

ater u
pon th

e isl
and of M

olokai 

and G
overnment-o

wned su
rplus w

ater/ t
rib

utary to
 th

e W
aim

ea River u
pon th

e is
land of 

Kauai, not covered by a water lic
ense or covered by a water lic

ense iss
ued afte

r the 

passa
ge of th

is 
Act.  

Any w
ater li

cense iss
ued afte

r th
e passa

ge of th
is 

Act a
nd coverin

g 

any such Government-o
wned surplus water shall 

be deemed subject to the conditio
n, 

whether or not stip
ulated therein, that the lic

ense shall, 
upon the demand of the 

commiss
ion, g

rant to
 it 

the ri
ght to

 use, f
ree of a

ll c
harge, a

ny of t
he w

ater u
pon the 

isla
nd of M

olokai, a
nd any of th

e su
rplus w

ater tr
ibutary to

 th
e W

aim
ea R

iver u
pon th

e 

isla
nd of Kauai, 

which is 
covered by the lic

ense and which the commiss
ion deems 

necessa
ry fo

r th
e additio

nal p
urpose of a

dequately irr
igatin

g any tra
ct.” 

 

 
As i

ndicated by th
is 

Sectio
n 221(d), t

he commiss
ion w

as g
iven th

e authority
 to

 use any 

Government-o
wned w

ater o
n M

olokai, f
ree of c

harge, to
 adequately ir

rig
ate any H

HL 

tra
ct, e

xcluding w
ater a

lre
ady under a

 lic
ense prio

r t
o th

e A
ct.  

If 
a w

ater l
icense w

as 

iss
ued subsequent to this 

Act, 
the commiss

ion retained its 
rig

ht to use water fre
e of 

charge fo
r ir

rig
atin

g purposes. 

 
Creatio

n and Subsequent C
hanges to

 a M
olokai W

ater A
uthority

 

 
In May 1943, the territ

oria
l legisla

ture passe
d Act 227 to esta

blish
 a Molokai Water 

Board as a way of addressi
ng the domestic

 and agric
ultu

ral water needs of Molokai 

homeste
aders. 

 The Hawaiia
n Homes Commiss

ion served as the Board.  The Act 

specific
ally

 gave homeste
ad le

sse
es p

reference to
 have th

eir w
ater n

eeds m
et fi

rst
 before 

any other p
erso

n or p
erso

ns. 

 
In June 1953, the territ

oria
l legisla

ture passe
d Act 245 which esta

blish
ed the Hawaii 

Irr
igatio

n A
uthority

 (H
IA

).  
The H

IA
 su

bstit
uted fo

r th
e H

HC in
 its

 ro
le as t

he M
olokai 

Water B
oard, e.g., i

ts p
owers, 

dutie
s, a

nd fu
nctio

ns a
s M

WB w
ere tra

nsfe
rre

d to
 H

IA
. 

 
Signific

ance of P
roposed A

mendments 
to H

HC A
ct o

f 1
920 and Passa

ge of T
errit

oria
l 

Legisla
tio

n A
ct 1

64 

 
In May 1955, three (3) sig

nific
ant pieces of legisla

tio
n was enacted, tw

o proposed 

Congressi
onal m

easures a
mending th

e H
HC A

ct, S
ectio

n 220 and 221 and one te
rrit

oria
l 

measure, g
iving tw

o-th
ird

s p
reference fo

r w
ater f

rom a constr
ucted irr

igatio
n sy

ste
m to

 

DHHL: 

 1) 
Joint R

esolutio
n 10 w

ould amend Sec. 2
20 of H

HC A
ct b

y adding a new 

paragraph th
at w

ould allo
w fo

r t
he constr

uctio
n of i

rrig
atio

n projects 
on 

 
From: 

Kawehiokalaninui-I-iamamao Kanui <kawehi.kanui11@gmail.com> 

To: 

andrew.h.choy@hawaii.gov 

Date: 

11/13/2013 02:15 PM 

Subject: 

Water and Other Responses 

 
 

Aloha Andrew, 
 

Please forward this email to Nancy, Darrell, Jonathan, chair and commissioners on our 

feed back regarding water. 

 
As the newly elected/appointed by na kupuna, as the Executive/Project Director for the 

Waimanalo Ahupuaa Business and Community Association based in Waimanalo, we 

have concerns below...both myself and representing the fisher people, Mr. Sam Marquez 

attended the meeting to understand what the water issue was all about and what the 

DHHL is doing...we met and talked after the meeting and sending in to you our concerns, 

we want you to make copies and make sure each commissioner has our written input. 

 
One observation, there were 15 people from our community who were community people 

and not staff that came to the meeting...that was a very low number to carry any kind of 

votes by the commissioners on water and we request that commissioners also attend these 

meetings...Uncle Joe Tassill did not attend due to being off island...talked with him at the 

Celebration For Life funeral for the late Kahu Ryan Kalama who passed.   

 
The other observation and in our discussion prior to the meeting about the amendments to 

the HCCA 1920, since 1984...and still have not gotten it when we requested that 

information more than a year ago.   

 
These amendments are important to your plans and our plans for Waimanalo and all 

homestead lands on all islands.  We would like to request again a list of all amendments 

made during and after 1982...to the present. 

 
We have a feeling that these amendments were never passed through the US congress and 

is illegal until it is passed by all US congressional members as Kuhio had the act set-up 

so it would not be taken over by third parties, protecting the rights of the people from the 

time of the kingdom to the present. 

Objectively, the first main issue is Jurisdiction...and this is where we are stomped...and 

amazed at how is it that so called stakeholders have the main say in properties that came 

from the kingdom, to us, via Kuhio and to us, na kanaka Hawaii? 

 
Secondly, with the lands came the water so there is no doubt in our minds that WATER 

must be free to Kanaka Hawaii...anyone who is not tied to third parties or 

stakeholders...including Hawaiians who work for any State of Hawaii agency, department 

or groups.  Jurisdiction dictates that no third parties are allowed, yet they are all over your 

paper work and people working within this government...is a conflict of interest...we have 

to insist on doing things right to manage our lands...it is ass backwards, to put it bluntly 

as I am told by na kupuna, that night. 

Meeting Notes



• O‘ahu (Honolulu): Provide more education, outreach, advocacy

• Kaua‘i: Support stream restoration, ag water, HHC 
representation on CWRM

• Molokai: Take back the MIS, support self-sufficiency

• O‘ahu (Kapolei): Address water rates / high cost of water

• O‘ahu (Waimānalo): Advocate for Maoli rights, design homesteads for 
water

• Lāna‘i: Address desalinization & development impacts

• Hawai‘i (Waimea): Provide Ag water, address water system 
management

• Hawai‘i (Kona): Oppose Keauhou designation

• Hawai‘i (Hilo): Address a lack of fairness of the County BWS

• Maui: DHHL vs. kuleana water rights; support kalo 
water needs

Different meetings had different concerns



• Water is a critical trust asset

• We need sufficient water now & in the future

• DHHL’s knowledge of water is limited

• Water management should be balanced

• Beneficiary partnership is essential

• Continuous, aggressive advocacy is critical

• Water connects DHHL to other trusts, and to 

all other people

Key themes



• Statements further grouped as they relate to 
values, policies, and goals

• Draft cross checked with beneficiary input

• Review by DHHL staff

• Unanimous approval as DRAFT by the HHC on 
February 19, 2014  

• Statewide Beneficiary Consultation Meetings

• Unanimous approval by HHC on July 22, 2014

Final Drafting and Approval



• Vision

• Mission

• Values

• Policies

• Goals

• Implementation 
Program

WPP Content: Sections

Kamā`oa Pu`u`eo, Hawai`i



Values: Waiwai, Waihona, Mālama, Laulima



1. Affirmatively communicate 

2. Aggressively advocate 

3. Water Assets Inventory

4. Watershed Protection

Four Priority Goals



II. WPP IP FY 2020 – Accomplishments

• Water Lease advocacy and 
reservations statewide (incl. Wailuku 
R. Hilo)

• Beneficiary training across Hawai`i 
with Ka Huli Ao

• Molokai USGS studies and permitting 
work

• WAI cultural assets inventory

• N. Kona source development work



IV.  WPP IP FY 2021 – Major Goals

1.b. Continued Trainings

2.a. NHRF Advocacy (171-58)

2.b. Seek reservations and water

2.c. Monitoring other agencies

3.a. WAI development

5.c. MIS Cost of Service Study



IV.  WPP IP FY 2020 – Budget

1.b. Training 150,000

5.b. Water Source Dev. 300,000

5.c. MIS COSS 150,000

TOTAL $650,000



Nīnau?


